
Town of West Bridgewater 

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Town Hall Conference Room, 1st Floor, 65 North Main Street 

Minutes for November 2, 2017 

Meeting started at 7:04 PM - Five people attended.  They were as follows: Mary Wynne-Yee (MW-Y), Chairperson; John DeLano (JD), 

Secretary; Howard Hayward (HH), member; Jack Ames (JA), member; and Cheryl Cambria (CC), member.  Note: OS&RC means Open Space & 

Recreation Committee, OS&RP means Open Space and Recreation Plan, CPA means Community Preservation Act, CPC means Community 

Preservation Committee, BCA means Bay Circuit Alliance, BCT means Bay Circuit Trail, WBCC means West Bridgewater Conservation 

Commission, APR means Agricultural Preservation Restriction, DCPR means Department of Conservation, Preservation and Recreation, BSU means 

Bridgewater State University and BOS means Board of Selectmen.  

1. MW-Y opened the meeting at 7:04 P.M. 

2. Meeting Minutes for the 10-05-17 meeting were distributed.  Motion was made by MW-Y to approve the minutes.  

Seconded by HH and so voted. 

3. JD reported that we have received the grant money from West Bridgewater Cultural Council after sending in our 

reimbursement papers for River Walk 2017.  The grant was for $1200.  The money was deposited into the committee's 

gift account. 

4.  MW-Y noted that she submitted an application for the 2018 West Bridgewater Cultural Council grant on behalf of the 

committee for the 2018 River Walk Event. 

5. JD reported on the River Walkway concept that would put a boardwalk along River Street from Town Park to the South 

Street intersection.  JD presented a PowerPoint presentation showing the existing conditions along the street and the banks 

of the river.  The various proposals discussed at the past meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee were reviewed.  JD noted 

that the next meeting of the River Walking committee would be on 11-13-2017.  

6. JD gave a report on the River Street mobile home demolition.  It has not been started yet.  No Action was taken by the 

committee on this item.  

7. JD reported on the Eagle Scout project at Pratt's Landing.  JD has sent him an email with suggestions about benches 

and fire pit construction based on the experience at Holmes Hill. 

8.  The committee discussed the email we all received from Kitty Doherty about a Winter Bus Tour around to the different 

Conservation Areas and Trails.  The concern was expressed that if not done properly, the negative impacts of a poorly 

planned event could hurt our efforts.  Concerns were expressed about the lack of a definite program or schedule of events.  

The committee would like more details before committing to the idea. 

9. JD reported on the proposed land use license to be used by the WBCC to allow the current radio controlled model 

airplane group to continue using a small area off Maple Street for their activities.  The group would pay rent and have an 

insurance policy protecting the town from liability.  They would also be willing to do projects with the OS&RC and hold 

an event or two during the year.  JD noted that the license agreement that he drafted is being reviewed by the Town 

Administrator and the Town Counsel.   

10. The committee had some discussion about spending the grant that Kitty Doherty obtained from the Taunton River 

Wild & Scenic River Stewardship Council on a gravel parking area and the installation of fencing around the parking area 

at Pratt's Landing.  JD reported he had sent the contractor who is to demolish the mobile home on that site an email asking 

what he would estimate that cost to be.  JD will update the committee when he hears something about this.   

11. A request by the Old Bridgewater Historical Society to look into a cross walk from Pratt's Landing to the Keith House 

was discussed.  A final consensus of the committee was to have one installed from the westerly gate to the northerly side 

of River Street so that the side door of the Keith House could be accessed by people who parked on that side of River 

Street.  JD will contact the Department of Public Works to see how this could be done. 

12. CC addressed the committee about the process involved by the CPC when they award the grants for various projects in 

West Bridgewater.  Her discussion was in response to the questions raised at the last Special Town Meeting about the 911 

Memorial Park proposal.  CC noted that the CPC meetings are publicized and the residents have an opportunity to come to 

the meetings to hear the proposals and their requests for CPA funds by the people advocating their various projects.  JD 

suggested that the OS&RC consider looking into CPA money to restore the stonework on Skim Milk Bridge.   CC 

suggested that the members review the Community Preservation Coalition website.  HH suggested that the OS&RC apply 

for a grant to restore the stone walls along River Street and the Forest Street intersection from the CPA funds.     

13. JD noted that a Holmes Hill trail clean-up day should be scheduled with the public invited for the 11th or the 25th.  It 

was decided that the 11th of November, from 10 am to Noon would be the date and time of the event.  MW-Y & JD to put 

out the word on Facebook.    

14.  Seeing no further business a motion was made by CC and seconded by JA to adjourn at 9:00 PM.  So voted.  

 

Respectfully submitted, John W. DeLano , John W. DeLano, Secretary 
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